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Statement of the problem. The purpose of this study was 
to discover and analyze the most significant factors which have 
influenced the development of interscholastic basketball for high 
school boys, in the Cumberland Valley Conference in Southeastern 
Kentucky, and the reasons why they are thought to be the most 
significant.
Importance of the study. Competitive basketball has a 
definite place in the educational program of a secondary school, if 
handled wisely and correctly by the administrators responsible for 
the program. For the past three decades basketball as an inter­
scholastic sport for high school boys has developed at a fast paee.
A study of this subject should prove valuable in the further 
development of basketball in this particular location. Through 
extensive study and collection of data upon the subject, the writer 
has found little or no evidence that anything has been done on this 
problem in this particular locality. There is a need of a study deal­
ing with interscholastic basketball in this Conference. Data 
collected give the histoxy of the Conference, what factors influenced 
the development of boys1 basketball and to what extent they influenced 
basketball in the Conference.
2
This information can he studied by coaches and principals 
of high schools in this Conference and their development in this 
sport can be compared to that of the other member high schools•
II. DEFINITION OF TERMS USED
Cumberland Valley Conference. This is a conference made 
up of seventeen high school teams in which basketball and football 
are played on a competitive basis. This conference embraces four 
counties, Knox County, Bell County, Whitley County and Harlan County. 
It is located in the southeastern part of the State of Kentucky.
Interscholastic. Interscholastic, in a sports sense, means
competition between schools.
Kentucky Hish School Athletic Association. This organiz­
ation is the governing body of all district and regional tournaments. 
The Commissioner sets up the rules and regulations for the above 
tournaments and also the state tournament.
Tournament. This term is used to denote a contest among 
a number of individual teams to determine an individual winner. The 
semi-finalist and the finalist receive trophies.
Elimination tournament. , A kind of tournament in which a 
contestant is eliminated fcy one defeat.
III. SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS
This study was made of the Cumberland Valley Conference as 
an individual conference of competitive athletics in the State of 
Kentucky.
J
It deals with interscholastic basketball as a sport, and 
has no connections with intramural basketball.
This study is concerned with interscholastic basketball 
for high school boys only, and covers a period of twenty-two years 
from 1927 to 1949*
IV. SOURCES OF DATA
Literature on the study was found in the high sehool records 
and files in the Cumberland Valley Conference. Official rules and 
regulations of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association were 
reviewed. Official rules regarding tournaments were checked. Rack 
issues of the Louisville Courier-Jouraal, the Lexington Leader, the 
Harlan Daily Enterprise, and the Barbourville Mountain Advocate were 
carefully scanned for the data pertinent to this study.
Questionnaires were sent to each principal, superintendent, 
and basketball coach in the Cumberland Valley Conference to determine 
factors which may have influenced the development of basketball in 
the Conference and some evidence for giving these factors as 
influences.
Personal interviews with the coaches, principals, and superin­
tendents of the seventeen high schools in the Conference were made 
by the writer.
V. PROCEDURE
The primary sources of information for this study came from 
personal interviews and questionnaires. The writer composed an
interview schedule (See Appendix A), consisting of nine questions 
pertaining to whether or not certain things were factors in the 
development of interseholastie 'basketball in the Cumberland Valley 
Conference for the purpose of conducting interviews* The questions 
were answered either Yes or No. The writer also asked the persons 
interviewed to give their reasons for answering Yes and No to the 
questions. Questionnaire I (See Appendix B) was formulated on the 
basis of the results obtained from the interviews, and was sent to 
all coaches, principals and superintendents in the Conference as a 
means for verifying the interview results. The questionnaire results 
coincided with the interview results completely. In both cases the 
same nine factors were designated as being influential in the 
development of beys1 interscholastic basketball. A follow-up 
questionnaire (See Appendix C) was set up and sent to each coach, 
principal and superintendent in the seventeen Conference high schools, 
asking them to rank the three most influential factors of the nine 
designated in the interview and first questionnaire, and to give 
the reasons for ranking them as chief factors. Of the thirty-four 
questionnaires sent out, twenty-one were returned, giving a percentage 
of sixty-two. This return was considered adequate since all seventeen 
Conference high schools were represented ty either an administrator 
or a coach.
These questionnaires were studied and the data from them
compiled.
5_
VI* ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINING CHAPTERS 
OF THIS STCTDI
In Chapter II -will he found a description of the conditions 
from the year 1927, the beginning of the Conference, through the 
year 194-9*
In Chapter III will be shown the analysis of the data taken 
from the questionnaires, personal interviews and other sources*
In Chapter IV will be found a summary of the data collected 
and the conclusions drawn*
CHAPTER II
DESCRIPTION OF THE CONDITIONS WHICH EXISTED 
IN THE CUMBERLAND VALLEY IN SOUTHEASTERN 
KENTUCKY FROM 1927 THROUGH 1949-50.
Physical features. The Cumberland Valley is located in
the mountain area of Kentucky in the extreme southeastern part of 
the state. Pine Mountain extends the entire length of the Valley 
along the northeastern boundary and covers about three-fifths of 
the total area. This section of the country is very rugged, 
undeveloped, and sparsely populated. The Cumberland Mountains 
extend the entire length of the valley. Two spurs of this mountain 
range cover large portions of the valley. Thus, the valley consists 
of an alternation of steep ridges and narrow valleys through which 
the Cumberland River flows.
Natural resources. The principal natural resource; of
the Cumberland Valley is coal. Almost all of the land is under­
laid with coal seams ranging in thickness from a few inches to 
about five feet. All of the coal is bituminous.
The chief sources of income of the inhabitants of the 
Cumberland Valley in 1927 were farming and logging. Since much of 
the land is poorly adapted to agriculture, farming was on a small 
scale. Today only a small percentage of the population depends 
upon farming for a living.
1 Public Education in Harlan County. Kentucky. A Survey 
Report, Bureau of School Service, University of Kentucky, Vol. XX> 
December, 1947, pp 9 - 10.
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The entire county ©f Harlan was originally covered with 
dense forests of valuable virgin timber. Although this resource 
has been greatly depleted through improper cutting and forest 
fires, a large part of the Valley remains in forest, and lumber 
still provides an important source of income* The Cumberland 
Valley produces over fifty per cent of the total amount of coal 
mined in the state* The annual average of coal production has 
been well over 20,000,000 tons.
In 1926 about 10,000 persons in the Cumberland Valley were 
engaged in coal mining as a full time occupation, but by 1940 the 
number of persons so engaged had risen to 32,000.
By 1947 the number of persons engaged in full time eoal
2.production was about 60,000.
The coal mines were operated by hand and domestic help 
and it was very difficult to get the coal out of the mountains 
because of the poor conditions of the roads in 1927. However, 
in 1949 mining was done by machinery. More manpower was needed 
to remove the coal from the mines, so families moved in to the 
mining areas so swiftly that small towns had to be constructed. 
Grocery stores, furniture stores, drug stores and hardware stores 
were constructed. All of the eleven coal mines now had commissaries 
from which the miners, who lived in the coal m-in-ing camps, had to 
purchase their merchandise.
Social and economic welfare. During the period from 1927
until 194-0 the coal companies assumed full responsibility for the
provision of many social services. Churches, schools, health agencies
and even police protection were provided by the mine operators. Many
of the larger coal companies, Benham, Lynch, Cumberland, Evarts, and
Black Star, have been generous in their support of such services and
have tried to provide for the needs of the people. The principle is
well established, however, that agencies which perform public services
should be publicly supported and managed and many of the coal companies
3have relinquished control of most social services.
The eleven large coal companies in the Cumberland Valley own 
the houses in the mining camps and rent them to the miners. Many of 
these houses are poorly constructed and few of them are attractive. 
Lighting and ventilation are generally poor in the company-owned 
houses. Provisions for sanitation are also generally inadequate. 
Except in the companies of Benham, Lynch and Middlesboro, there 
are no sewage disposal systems in the Valley. Running water has 
been provided in all eleven mining camps but it is seldom to the 
houses. Hydrants located along the streets serve groups of families.^
As in many other coal-mining areas, various circumstances 
preclude recreational facilities, such as bowling alleys and moving 
picture theatres, which are commonplace in other types of
3 Dotson, John A., Unpublished Master1s thesis "Socio- 
Background and Changing Education in Southeastern Kentucky"
George Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville, Tennessee, _
pp 1 - 4*
s
communities. Play space for children is lacking. Boys and girls 
find a dearth of amusement in all but a few of the large communities. 
In mary of the tniwing camps, the Clhurch, the school, and the company 
stores are the only centers of social activity. The recreational 
needs of the miners and their children, even in the larger mining 
camps, have not been met; however, a lot is being done toward 
correcting this problem in many mining camps
Conditions which existed in the High Schools of the 
Cumberland Valley from 1927 through 1949_______
The schools had very few facilities for playing basketball. 
Only seven high schools belonged to the Conference in 1927. These 
seven high schools were: Benham, Corbin, Harlan, Middlesboro, 
Williamsburg, Pineville and Barbourville Baptist Institute. Harlan , 
Middlesboro, Corbin and Benham High Schools had gymnasiums. Williams­
burg, Pineville and Barbourville Baptist Institute played all eight 
of their home games on outdoor courts. These seven Conference 
teams were located in four counties, Harlan, Bell, Knox and Whitley. 
The gymnasium of the Harlan High School was constructed in 1926. It 
was used for all school activities. No showers were available after 
practice sessions and regular scheduled games. As a result there 
was only slight interest in basketball. The basketball coach was 
Farmer Johnson, a graduate of the University of Kentucky.
5 United States Department of the Interior, Coal Mines 
Administration, a Medical Survey of the Bituminous Coal Industxy, 
Washington, D. C., 1947, pp. 246 - 251.
1
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The gymnasium at Benham High School had two showers in
the. dressing rooms* The floor was used for ail school activities*
The coach was Melbourne Taylor, a graduate of Eastern State Teachers*
College in Richmond, Kentucky.
Many of the schools were used by ehurehes for their services*
Dances were earried on in the gymnasium and veiy little care was taken
to keep the basketball floors in the best of condition* The uniforms
worn by these seven Conference teams consisted of cut-off trousers
and were vezy heavy to play in* These Conference teams played a
schedule of fourteen games- The principal of Middlesboro High School
was the basketball coach and handled the administrative work also.
7Very little time was devoted to physical activities.
With the organization of the W. P. A. in 1935 school houses 
and gymnasiums were constricted in the different mining camps. These 
buildings were constructed the same way in each community. The 
seating capacity was veiy small. The gymnasiums were still used for 
all school activities. Indoor toilets, and lavatories were constructed 
in each school plant.
Excellent roads leading to every school house were opened 
to the public. The seven Conference schools increased to seventeen. 
School busses carried the basketball teams from school to school, 
and their basketball schedules consisted of twenty games a season.
Each school had at least one basketball coach.^
6 Editorial in The Harlan Daily Enterprise. January 16, 1929.
7 Interview with Case Thomas son, December 27, 194-9.















Conditions is 194.9 - 50 
Each school has a qualified basketball coach. The coaches 
have to keep up with the latest methods of coaching in order to 
produee the kind, of teams the public will finance and support.
Each school has a modern gymnasium with up-to-date equipment such 
as toilets, drinking water fountains, and shower rooms. Basketball 
equipment is of the latest type and the uniforms are of the best 
material. The athletic programs in Black Star High School and 
Bell County High School are partially financed by the mine unions, 
while the athletic program at Benham High School is partially 
supported by the International Harvester Company located at Benham, 
Kentucky.
Athletics in Wallins, Harlan, Hall and Knox Central are 
handled and financed by a group of business men known as the Athletic 
Association in each city mentioned above. , The athletic program at 
Gorbin and Loyall High Schools are aided financially by the Louisville 
and Nashville Railway Company.
Teams in the Conference have excellent attendance at their 
games. Newspapers help stimulate public interest by printing the 
results of the games. ̂
Fifty thousand miners are now employed by the many coal 
companies in the Valley. Mine unions help the development of 
basketball by their contribution to the athletic funds in many 
communities.
9 Editorial in the Barbourville Mountain Advocate. 
September 10, 194-9.
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Many of the principals leave the handling of basketball 
to a competent coach; however, three of the seventeen schools have 
principals as coaches* The coach must have a standard teaching 
certificate in addition to a degree from a recognized college or 
university in order to teach and coach in a secondary school in 
the Cumberland Valley Conference.
Five additional high schools have applied for membership 
in the Cumberland Valley Conference* The Conference has increased 
in prestige so fast that it is almost a necessity to belong. When 
a Conference game is played on the same night as a non-Gonference 
game, regardless of how good or poor the team is, the Conference 
game will have more spectators than the non-Conference game, two 
to one
Formation of the Kentucky High School Athletic
_______________ Association________________ _
The Kentucky High School Athletic Association was organized 
in April 1917, at Louisville, Kentucky.11 Charter members were 
Frankfort Boys’ High of Louisville, Owensboro, Carroltown, Somerset, 
Ashland, Stanford, Paris, La Grange, Morganfield, Danville, Clark 
County, Covington and Cynthania. The first president of the organiz­
ation was Michael Ligon. The present president is L. V. Ginger with 
Ted Sanford the Commissioner of the Association and the Secretary- 
Treasurer.
10 Editorial in The Harlan Daily Enterprise,
September 16, 194-9*
11 Kentucky High School Athletic Association, 1949-50.
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The Association started with eighteen members in 1917 and 
this number increased to 572 members in 1937; however, in 1949 
this was reduced to 483 due to the consolidation of schools.
The first State high school basketball tournament was held 
at Danville, Kentucky, in the Center College basketball gymnasium 
in March 1918.
In 1921 ten district tournaments were held, and in 1927 
the state was divided into 24 districts and six regions. However, 
in 1931 it was divided into 64 districts and sixteen regions.
In 1934 the eight semester and the twenty-year age limit 
rules were put into effect. A plan for registering and training 
officials was adopted in 1938.
Also in 1938 the Secretary was placed in charge of the 
management of the State basketball tournament and the printing 
of the Association Magazine was authorized.
In 1939 the National Federation basketball rules were 
adopted and the Protection Fund incorporated.
The Association joined the National Federation in 1940.
In 1945 the number of districts in the region was reduced
to four.
The Board of Control membership increased to eight, the 
rules were recoded, and a full-time commissioner was elected in 
1946.
In 1948 the number of basketball games was limited and 
the commissioner was authorized to determine the regional 
tournament sites.
M
Formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference
The Cumberland Valley Conference was formed at Middlesboro, 
Kentucky, in 1927, to promote better athletic relations among its 
members. This Conference includes seventeen high schools in four 
different counties in the southeastern part of Kentuclsy. The Charter 
members were Benham, Middlesboro, Barbourville Baptist Institute, 
Williamsburg, Corbin, Harlan and Pineville.
The first president was Charles T. Hughes and the first 
Secretaiy-Treasurer was Walter Straub. The present president is 
Joe Gilley, the Head Coach at Harlan High School, and the Secretary- 
Treasurer is Clarence Greene, sports editor of the Harlan Daily 
Enterprise, also of Harlan.
In addition to the charter members, the following high 
schools are now members:
Barbourville, Lynch, Black Star, Wallins, Evarts, Hall,
Bell County, Loyall, Lynn Camp, and Cumberland. Barbourville 
Baptist Institute became known as Knox Central in 1935*
There are three high school teams in Bell County - Bell, 
Pineville, and Middleboroj four teams in Knox County - Barbourville, 
Knox Central, Corbin, and Lynn Camp; one team in Whitley County - 
Williamsburg, and nine teams in Harlan County - Wallins, Loyall,
Black Star, Evarts, Hall, Cumberland, Benham, Harlan, and Lynch.
Corbin has won the Cumberland Valley Conference title
12seven times, and Benham has won it six times. —
12 Cumberland Valley Conference, 194-9 - 1950.
15.
Wallace ( ”Wah Wall1*) Jones of the Harlan High School scored 
2,398 points for four years of high school competition.
State Championships were won by Corbin High School in 1936, 
and by Harlan High School in 1944.
CHAPTER III
INTRODUCTION
The purposes of this chapter are (1) to present the factors 
which have influenced the development of interscholastic basketball 
in the Cumberland Valley Conference as shown from the results of 
twenty personal interviews, and questionnaire returns of twenty-one 
coaches, principals and superintendents in the Cumberland Valley 
Conference; (2) to present the most significant factors and the 
reasons why they were thought to be the most significant as deter­
mined from the follow-up questionnaire returns.
Factors which have influenced the development of 
interscholastic basketball in the Cumberland 
Valiev Conference ___________________________
The nine factors which have influenced the development of
inter scholastic basketball as found from personal interviews and
questionnaire returns of twenty-one coaches, principals and
superintendents of the seventeen high schools in the Cumberland
Valley Conference are:
Better qualified and more experienced coaches 
have been employed.
Better equipped physical plants have been provided.
Greater public interest has developed.
Means of transportation have been improved.
There has been an increase in the number of high 
schools and players.
Rules and regulations of the Kentucky High School 
Athletic Association have served as guides to the 
conduct of the Cumberland Valley Conference games.
Schools have been consolidated.
17
Principals and coaches have been cooperative in 
their relationships*
Service organizations and mine unions have aided in 
financing and promoting interest in basketball.
In order to determine the most significant factors influenc­
ing the development of boys* basketball as an interscholastic sport 
in the Cumberland Valley Conference, a follow-up questionnaire 
containing the nine factors, found by means of the interviews and 
the first questionnaire, was sent to each coach, principal, and 
superintendent of the seventeen high schools in the Conference asking 
them to rank the three most influential factors in 1, 2, 3 order and 
to give their reasons for ranking them as they did.
Table I reveals the factors ranked as to importance by 
twenty-one coaches, principals and superintendents. Better qualified 
and more experienced coaches, better equipped physical plants, and 
public interest were ranked as the three most influential factors in 
the development of interscholastie basketball. Ten respondents 
ranked better qualified coaches as the most important factor; four 
ranked it as the second most influential factor and one ranked it as 
the third most influential factor. Better qualified coaches had a 
weighted value of 39 and ranked on the basis of the weighted value 
as the most influential factor.
Better equipped physical plants was ranked as the most
iinfluential factor by three respondents, second by eleven, and third 
by one respondent, giving it a weighted value of 32 and a rank on the 
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Public interest was ranked as the most influential factor 
by four respondents; the second by three, and the third by two 
respondents. The weighted value of public interest was 20 and this 
factor was ranked on the basis of the weighted value as the third 
most influential factor in the development of interscholastic basket­
ball in the Cumberland Valley Conference.
Transportation, Attitude of the principal toward the coach, 
Increase in the number of high schools and players and the Consolidation 
of Schools were ranked as the first and second most influential factors 
by at least one respondent. Although Service Organizations and Mine 
Unions was given as a factor in the interviews, it was not ranked as 
one of the three most influential factors by any of the respondents* 
Transportation was ranked first by one respondent, second by one, and 
third by five, giving it a weighted value of 10 and a rank of four.
The Attitude of the Coach toward the Principal was ranked first by 
one respondent and third by five, giving it a weighted value of 8, 
and a rank of five. Increase in the number of high schools and players 
was ranked as the most influential factor by one, pecond by one, giving 
it a weighted value of 5 and a rank of six. Consolidation of schools 
was ranked as the seventh most influential factor with a weighted 
value of 5. Rules and regulations of the Kentucky High School Athletic 
Association was ranked as the eighth most influential factor with a 
weighted value of 1.
Table II shows the three most influential factors as taken 
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and coaches) . Better qualified and more experienced coaches, public 
interest, and better equipped physical plants were ranked as the 
three most influential factors in the development of inter scholastic 
basketball. Five administrators ranked better qualified and more 
experienced coaches as the most important factor, two ranked it as 
the second most influential factor, and one ranked better qualified 
coaches as the third most influential factor, giving it a weighted 
value of 20 and a rank on basis of weighted value of one. Public 
interest was ranked as the most influential factor by three respondents, 
second by two,and third by three, giving public interest a weighted 
value of 16 and a rank on basis of weighted value of 2. Better 
equipped physical plants was ranked as the most influential factor 
by one administrator and as the second most influential factor by six 
administrators, giving physical plant a weighted value of 1$, and a 
rank on basis of weighted value of three. Transportation and the 
attitude of the principal toward the coach was ranked as the most 
influential factor by one administrator, and third by two adminis­
trators, giving these two factors a weighted value of 5 and a rank 
based on the weighted value of 4-5. Consolidation of schools was 
ranked as the most influential factor by one administrator. Although 
rules and regulations of "the Kentucky High School Athletic Association 
and Service Organizations were given as factors in the interviews, they 
were not ranked either as the first, second, or third most influential 
factor by administrators on the follow-up questionnaires.
22
Table III reveals the three most influential factors as taken 
from the questionnaire returns of nine coaches. Better qualified and 
more experienced coaches was ranked as the most influential factor 
by five coaches, as the second most influential factor by two coaches, 
giving it a weighted value of 19 and a rank based on the weighted value 
of one. Better equipped physical plants was ranked as the most 
influential factor by two coaches and as the second most influential 
factor by five coaches, and third by one coach, giving it a weighted 
value of two. Public interest was ranked as the most influential 
factor by one coach and as the second by one ooach, giving publie 
interest a weighted value of 5 and a rank based on the weighted 
value of 3.5.
Transportation was ranked as the second most influential 
factor by one coach and the third most influential factor by three 
coaches, giving transportation a weighted value of 5 and «• rank based 
on the weighted value of 3.5. Even though transportation was given 
the same rank as public interest, public interest was given as the 
most influential factor and the second most influential factor by 
two eoaches, while transportation was ranked as the second and third 
most influential factor by one coach, and three coaches respectively. 
The increase in the number of high schools and players was ranked as 
the third most influential factor by three coaches,giving the factor 
a weighted value of 3 and a rank based on the weighted value of 5.5.
The attitude of the principal toward the coach was ranked 
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factor a weighted value of 3 and a rank based on the weighted value 
of 5.5- Rules and regulations of the Kentucky High School Athletic 
Association was ranked as the third most influential factor by one 
coach, giving rules and regulations a weighted value of 1 and a rank 
based on the weighted value of 7.
Consolidation of schools and Service Organizations were not 
given as one of the three most influential factors; however, they 
were given as a factor in the development of interscholastic basket­
ball in the interviews and first questionnaire.
Reasons Given by the Respondents for Their Ranking
of Factors____________________________________
The reasons as given by the administrators and coaches for 
ranking the factors in the development of the Cumberland Valley 
Basketball Conference are presented in the order in which the factors 
are listed in Table I.
1. Veil Qualified. Experienced Coaches;
The data as collected from the following questionnaire returns
show the reasons for ranking better qualified coaches as the most
influential factor.
"Better qualified coaches taught the finer 
points of the game of basketball to the 
players."
"Better elementary school coaches were hired 
which meant that players received good coaching 
before reaching high school."
" Better coaches created more interest in the 
game of basketball for the public." -
"The public demanded that better qualified 
coaches be put in charge of the teams."
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Many of the schools at present have better qualified and more 
experienced coaches and assistant coaehes in the Cumberland Valley 
Conference than in 1927. This fact is shown by the statement of a 
county school superintendent. M The coach is hired for his teaching 
ability and his attitude toward his pupils. He is required to have 
a standard teacher's certificate and a degree from an accredited four 
year college or university. All eleven basketball coaches and 
assistant coaches in Harlan County have degrees from accredited 
colleges.ff ^
2. Better eauipuedvPhysical Plants:
The reasons for ranking better equipped physical plants, are:
n Gymnasiums are necessaiy in order for the 
boys to play basketball."
" The better equipped a school is for a sport the 
more that sport has a chance for development."
" With the increased number of gymnasiums it meant 
opportunities for practice even through bad 
weather."
" The construction of adequate gymnasiums is very 
important. Without these gymnasiums it would have 
been almost impossible for basketball to have 
developed as far and fast as it has in the Cumberland 
Valley Conference."
"Better physical plants promoted interest both publicly 
and individually."
" Better gymnasiums made it possible to play to larger 
crowds and created a greater amount of interest of 
the public and the players."
1 Gawood, James A., Hiring the Teacher. Bulletin from 
County Board of Education, Harlan, Kentucky, 194-9, 9, 2.
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The building of gymnasiums had more to do with the advance­
ment of basketball than any other factor. Before these gymnasiums 
were built there was little chance for the development of basket­
ball in the mountains of Kentucky. Only by the use of gymnasiums 
can enough time be devoted to basketball to make it into the game 
it has become today.
Basketball is now an excellent spectator sport being enjoyed 
by thousands of people each yearj these people would not have had an 
opportunity to see a game except for these gymnasiums.
Better equipped plants had more to do with the development 
of basketball in the Cumberland Valley Conference than any other 
factor. Before ell the schools had gymnasiums basketball could only 
be played a short time and then only in favorable weather. With the 
building of gymnasiums, basketball became a winter sport and can be 
played all winter regardless of the weather. For basketball to have 
advanced to its present level, adequate time and facilities had to be 
available. Gymnasiums are the only means of satisfying these needs.
Better equipped plants helped because the players enjoyed 
taking part in the games.
Wallins, Loyall, Cumberland, Benham, Hall and Williamsburg 
High Schools have built new gymnasiums. Harlan High School and 
Everts High School are in the process of building gymnasiums. Loyall*s 
gymnasium is in excellent condition. Corbin, Pineville, Bell Bounty 
and Black Star High School gymnasiums are twenty years old and are 
in fair condition. Barbourville and Knox Central High Schools* ^
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gymnasiums are in poor condition. Lynch, Middlesboro and Lynn Camp
High Schools have new gymnasiums bat the seating capacity is rather
limited. Plans to baild new gymnasiums and a new field house are
2under way. They should be completed by 1952,
3. Public Interest:
The reasons given for public interest being rated the third
most influential factor were:
" So many more people have helped by giving 
their interest, time and money.11
n The added public interest has given greater 
attendance at games which add up to more money 
and better players participating."
* Public interest, or what one might call public 
pressure, has done much to get boys interested 
in basketball. The interest of the people for 
tournament type of play has also been a large 
factor* Smaller schools can compete with larger 
ones."
* "When the public is interested all other factors 
are demanded by it."
" Public interest is a factor because of the 
extreme sensitivity of school personnel to public 
reaction to the progress of sports."
" The public supplies the finances to work with.
If there is no interest the funds are low.®
" Public interest goes along with the consoli­
dation of schools because the interest of the 
publie is also consolidated. Public interest 
and support appear almost necessaiy for a 
successful season in basketball."
2 Public Education in Harlan County, Bulletin of Bureau 
of School Service, University of Kentuclsy, Vol. XXX, September 
1949, p. 120.
zs
« The public has been interested for a number 
of years but did not take an active part until 
better coaches were secured* The public now 
supports basketball, not only with their personal 
interest, but with their money as well.11
* Attendance at Conference games has increased 
so fast in the past ten years that better gymnasiums 
had to be constructed to take care of the large 
crowds attending the games.1
" The publie really backs a Conference team because 
the competition is keener. Spectators at Conference 
games in 194-9 showed one hundred per cent increase 
in attendance over the reports of attendance in 1930."
4* Means of Transportations
The following reasons were taken from the data of twenty-one
questionnaire returns:
B Better roads have been made, and the results 
have been reflected in larger playing schedules.*
* A comparison of basketball in widely separated 
areas had been made possible by the use of motor 
transportation."
* Transportation was most important in that some 
of the children who were potential players lived 
far it away from school and could not practice 
after school unless proper transportation was 
provided.*
* The oldest school bus was purchased in 1936.
The Conference has fifty school buses to transport 
the students to and from school. School buses 
are used to take the basketball teams to play 
their games anywhere in the Cumberland Valley 
Conference." 3
3 Public Education in Harlan County, Bulletin of Bureau 
of School Service. University of Kentucky, Vol. XX, December 
194-7, p. 44*.
5 Attitude of the Principal toward the Coach:
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n The principal is supervisor of the whole 
school system and he must have an interest 
in athletics in general and support its 
development,11
" The principal supervises the coach and 
athletics, and handles the administrative 
part of the school. If he knows what he 
is talking about he is an asset to the game 
of basketball and to the coach,”
* The principal has the power to give the 
coach extra time for practice, which makes 
toward better teams.”
” The principal of each high school can see 
that the administrative work of the basket­
ball coach is cut and this time devoted to 
athletics,"
" The influence the principal has on the coach 
and the game is one of the primary factors in 
the development of athletics in any school.
The principal is responsible for the adminis­
tration of all school subjects. He handles 
all of the public statements to the news­
papers on the progress of basketball in the 
school.”
" Principals can either have a favorable attitude 
toward the coach and the game, or an unfavorable 
one. Either way he influences the development 
of the game.”
” Most of the principals in the Cumberland Valley 
Conference have some knowledge of the objectives 
of the game and are assets to the coach and the 
game."
6. Increase in the Number of Hjgfa Schools and Players:
One high school principal said that busSes brought the 
schools more students and they had more players out for basketball. As 
the Conference started with seven teams and increased year by year,
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more high schools had to be constructed to accommodate the increase 
of the students wanting to attend school.
The basketball coach of Loyall High School said that many of 
the schools were elementaiy schools within a radius of two miles; 
however, as students graduated from them and had no schools to attend, 
they stopped attending school. This fact was recognized by the school 
administrators and soon high schools were constructed to care for the 
overflowing elementaiy schools. The increase in the number of high 
schools has given more beys opportunily for participation in basket­
ball. The increase in high schools has caused many an athlete to 
attend school and play basketball who ordinarily would not have dons 
so.
7. Consolidation of Schools;
The results of the data from the questionnaire show that
i
one superintendent of schools gave consolidation of schools and 
he is in a county school system. His reasons for ranking consoli­
dation of schools as the chief faetor were:
* In the Cumberland Valley Conference the 
consolidation of schools meant a great deal 
to the growth and development of athletics 
because students were brought together into 
one school which offered more material for 
one good team rather than many poor scattered 
ones."
&. Rules and Regulations of the Kentucky High School
Athletic Association:  „
The results of the data obtained from the questionnaires show 
that rules and regulations ranked as the third most influential factor
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by one basketball coach. This coach said that a committee of men was 
needed to give the coaches in the Cumberland Valley Conference a set 
of rules to go ty; rules which covered all the district, regional 
and State basketball tournaments, and the Kentucky High School Athletic 
Association set up those rules. Grievance boards now solve all the 
problems. This was the best thing that has ever happened to the 
Cumberland Valley Conference. The object of any set of rules should 
be the development of character and sportsmanship. No Conference can 
run correctly without a eompact set of rules and regulations.
9. Service Clubs and Mine Unions
Ten of the twenty persons interviewed gave service clubs and 
mine unions as a factor in the development of interscholastic basket­
ball in the Cumberland Valley Conference, while not one of the 
questionnaires ranked it as a chief factor. However, Service Clubs 
and Mine Unions play an important part in helping to finance the 




Summary of Chief Findings
The data collected from the follow-up questionnaires of the 
nine coaehes and twelve principals and superintendents show that better 
qualified and more experienced coaches was designated as the most 
influential factor in the development of interscholastic basketball 
in the Cumberland VaLey Conference. Better qualified coaches was 
ranked as the chief factor by five coaches and five administrators, 
second by two coaches and two administrators, and third by 0*1© 
administrator. Better qualified coaches had a weighted value of 39 
and a rank of one.
Better equipped physical plants was ranked as the most 
influential factor by two coaches and one administrator, second by 
six administrators and five coaches, and third by one coach. Better 
equipped physical plants had a weighted value of 32 and a rank based 
on the weighted value of two.
Public interest was ranked as the most influential factor by 
one coach and three administrators, second by one coach and two 
administrators, giving it a weighted value of 20, and a rank based 
on the weighted value of three.
The nine coaches and twelve administrators agreed that better 
qualified and more experienced coaches was the most influential factor.
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They also agreed that better equipped physical plants and public 
interest were two of the three most influential factors, but they 
disagreed on the order in which they ranked them. The coaches ranked 
better equipped physical plants as the second most influential factor 
while the administrators ranked public interest as the second most 
influential factor.
Transportation was ranked as fourth in importance; attitude 
of the principal toward the coach fifth, and the increase in the number 
of high schools and players as the sixth most influential factor.
The coaches ranked rules and regulations seventh, while the adminis­
trators ranked consolidation of schools seventh. Neither group 
ranked service organizations as a significant factor.
Conclusions
1. The findings of this study indicate that there are nine factors
which have influenced, in the main, the development of the boys' inter­
scholastic basketball Conference in the Cumberland Valley in Kentucky. 
These factors ares
a. Better qualified, more experienced coaches have been 
employed in the high schools involved.
b. Well equipped gymnasiums and related facilities have 
been provided in the Conference.
c. Public interest has increased progressively with the 
development of the Conference.
M
d. Roads have been improved, making games more readily 
accessible to the increasing numbers of patrons.
e. Relationships between principals and coaches have
become more cooperative.
f. High schools and high school players have gradually 
increased in numbers in the Conference.
g. Consolidation of schools has gradually increased the 
level of competition in the Conference.
h. The Kentucky High School Athletic Association has been 
an aid in strengthening the Conference.
i. Givie and serviee organizations in the Cumberland 
Valley have aided the development of basketball, through financial 
aid to the school teams.
2. Three of the nine factors were found to be of chief significance
in the development of the Conference in the order givens
a. Better qualified, more experienced coaches.
b. Better physical plants and facilities.
c. Increased public interest.
To the extent to which the findings of the study are valid «.nd 
typical, the factor of greatest significance in the development of a 
high school basketball conference is that of having available qualified
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experienced coaches. Thus, those responsible for the development 
of a basketball Conference well may be concerned with the employment 
of fully qualified coaches. Involved, also, is the problem of pro­
viding salaries sufficiently high enough to attract qualified coaches.
Closely associated with the factor of qualified coaches in 
the development of a basketball Conference is the factor of well 
equipped physical plants. Such facilities make possible a definite 
and regular schedule of contests, regular use of the plant for 
practice sessions, and the conducting of games at night at which time 
larger numbers of patrons can attend than at other times. Thus, 
it may be concluded that well equipped gymnasiums and related 
facilities are essential to the development of basketball in other 
similar situations.
Public interest is essential generally in the development 
of any public program. Its ranking ty the respondents involved in 
this study as one of the three most significant faetors in the 
building of the Cumberland Valley Conference, is additional recog­
nition of its importance in the area of athletics. It would seem 
obvious that this factor is closely associated with good coaching 
and adequate plants and facilities, since public interest may aid 
materially in demanding qualified coaches and in providing adequate 
school plants, and facilities. In turn, well coached teams and 
adequate plant facilities serve to attract and provide for increased 
attendance. Thus, public interest may be expected to increase 
with such developments.
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It appears logical,therefore, to conclude that public interest 
is an essential factor in the development of a basketball Conference,
3. In terms of the data in this study, it appears that the 
respondents considered the remaining six factors to be of some degree 
of importance, though it is quite clear that they were not thought 
to be chief factors- The six listed above ( d, e, f, g, h, and i 
in Item 1) are of such nature that it only seems logical to conclude 




QUESTIONS ASKED TWENTY COACHES, PRINCIPALS 
AND SUPERINTENDENTS
Do you think the attitude of the principal toward the 
coach influenced the development of basketball in the 
Cumberland Valley Conference?________Why?_________ .
Did transportation play a large part in developing 
basketball?__________Give reasons why, or why not
Was better coaches a factor? Why?
Do you believe the formation of the rales and regula­
tions of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association 
aided in the development of basketball?_____________•
What are your reasons for answering yes or no?.
Was consolidation a factor?___________ Why?,
Do you believe public interest helped in the development 
of basketball in the Cumberland Valley Conference?
What are your reasons for saying yes or no?.
Did the increase in the number of high schools and 
players aid in the development of basketball?
Why?______________ Why not?
Were service organizations and mine unions a factor? 
_____________ Why?______________________________
Did having better gymnasiums and equipment help in the
development of basketball?_________________________ _




¥111 you give me any more factors which you believe 
helped in the development of basketball and your 
reasons for these additional factors*
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APPENDIX "B"
QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF BASKETBALL
I am ™«THi9g a study of factors -which have influenced the 
development of basketball in the Cumberland Valley Conference, This 
information is to be used in a thesis for partial fullfillment of 
the Master of Arts Degree at the College of William and Mary, These 
questionnaires are being sent to the principals, superintendents, 
and coaches of-all high schools in the Cumberland Valley Conference, 
lour cooperation -will be greatly appreciated, Xou will be given 
full credit for all information you give unless you request other­
wise, in which case you may be assured your name and the name of 
your school will not be used in any way.
Will you please put a check mark in the blank space, which 
in your opinion, were factors in the development of basketball in 
the Cumberland Valley Conference.
Ralph C. Burkhart
1. The attitude of the principal toward the eoach was a factor in 
developing basketball. Yes No .
2. Better qualified and more experienced coaches helped develop 
the game. Yes No •
3. Better equipped physical plants was a factor in developing 
basketball. Yes Nb
A. The formation of rules and regulations ty "the K. H. S. A. A.
aided the development of basketball. Yes No
5. The increase in the number of high schools and players was 
a factor in developing basketball. Yes No .
6. Transportation was an important factor. Yes No «
7. Consolidation of schools was a factor. Yes_____ No___.
8. Public interest was a deciding factor in the development of 
basketball. Yes No
9. Serviee clubs or mine unions helped in the development of 
basketball In the Cumberland Valley Conference. Yes No
In the space below and on the back page, if necessary, give 
any additional factors, which in your opinion were influential in the 




FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF INTER- 
   SCHOLASTIC BASKETBALL IN THE C. V. C._______
Dear Fellow-Worker:
Please accept my sincere tharks for your cooperation in 
returning the brief questionnaire relative to the development of 
inters cholastie basketball in the Cumberland Valley Conference.
A majority of school superintendents, principals, and 
coaches agree, on the basis of the questionnaire returns, that 
the following factors influenced the development of interscholastic 
basketball:
Attitude of the principal toward the coach 
Better qualified, more experienced coaches 
Better equipped plants
Formation of rules and regulations of the K. H. S. A. A.




Service clubs and mine unions
Will you please react to the following questions to aid 
me in completing the final phase of ny study? The information you 
give will be used only in group tabulations and held in strict 
confidence. A stamped, addressed envelop is enclosed for your use. 
An early reply will be deeply appreciated.
1. Which factor or factors in the above list do you believe 
contributed the most to the development of interscholastic basket­
ball in the G. V. C.? That is, which factor or factors do you rank 
the highest? (if you list more than one factor, which one is the 







2. Why do you think the factor or factors you mention were the 
most influential? What evidence can you give to support your statement 
of the factor or factors?
Name of School
APPENDIX "Dff
Factors which may have influenced the development of basket­
ball in the Cumberland Valley Conference were discovered in the 
personal interviews of coaches, principals and superintendents in the 
Conference*
Professor H. ¥. Smith, principal at Lynch High School from 
1921 to 194-9, gave the following factors which may have influenced 
the development of basketball:
The formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference was more 
competitive. It was an honor for a team to belong and the public 
insisted that they belong. The public financed the team and thus 
better attendance at the games was noted. Everyone loves to see 
a Conference game. At the end of the basketball season an all- 
Conference first and second team is selected and a sportsmanship 
trophy is also given to the most deserving player.
As the physical plant was improved, the public demanded 
more scientific coaching.
The Conference gave its winner a handsome trophy which was 
an honor to the team winning it. The Conference carried a lot of 
prestige; it was similar to the Education Association of the State.
The principal and superintendent of each school could see 
that the administration work of the coaches was cut and this time 
devoted to physical education.
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The formation of the regional and district tournaments -was 
a big help in building up public interest.
Transportation was a big problem and play between many 
schools was limited except in a five-mile radius or in walking 
distance.
Professor Leonard Woolum, principal at Wallins High School 
from 1940 to 1949, gave the formation of the Cumberland Valley 
Conference; the increase in physical plants, the increase in the 
number of high schools and players, better coaching, et cetera. He 
does not believe the attitude of the principal toward the coach 
has any significant bearing on the development of basketball. Public 
interest played an important part in building the Conference.
Professor Joseph Long, elementaiy principal in Harlan 
County for thirty years said the following seven factors probably 
influenced basketball the most in the Cumberland Valley Conferences 
Influence of the principal upon the coach 
Formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference 
Formation of a competitive K. H. S. A. A.
Better gymnasiums 
Better coached teams 
More interest by the public 
Better roads and transportation
u
Bentley Lawson, coach and principal of Loyall High School 
for 26 years, believes better gymnasiums and the interest of the 
public were the greatest factors* However, he also believes the 
formation of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association revolution­
ized basketball in the Valley, ^he coaches are better qualified, 
better paid, and are teaching subjects in their fields* The attitude 
of the principal plays a very important part in basketball. The 
coach gets most of the headlines and is either made or broken by 
the principal* School buses travelling up the hollows are a vital 
factor in the development of basketball. The coaching is more 
scientific. The equipping of the physical plant with showers has 
caused T more players to become interested*
Herbert Tye, coach at Barbourville High School in Knox
County, gave the following factors:
Better physical plants and equipment
Buses for transportation increased the number 
of basketball players
Teams had to play football to be a member of the 
Cumberland Valley Conference
The formation of the Kentucky High School Athletic 
Association gave set rules and regulations for all 
Conference and tournament play.
The principal* s interest in the sport made a big difference in 
the development of basketball. The coaches must keep up with the 
game. The coaches were paid better and had more education. School 
work was cut so time could be spent on basketball. Coach Tye said,
**I have coached at Barbourville for fifteen years and know the set-up.®
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Clarence Greene, sports editor of the Harlan Daily Enterprise
in Harlan, Kentucky, states his factors as follows:
Formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference
Formation of district and regional tournaments
Better qualified and more scientific coaching
Formation of the K. H. S. A* A. offered standards 
and rules to go by
Public interest was increased when the formation 
of the Cumberland Valley Conference took place
A sportsmanship and a Conference trophy was given
The newspaper played an important part in giving 
the scores to the public
The first and second all-Conferenee team was 
selected
The attitude of the principal toward the coach 
Better gymnasiums and equipment 
Better roads and transportation.
Paul Carter, coach at Hall High School, gave as his reasons
for the development of basketball in the Conference the following:
Formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference
Formation of the K. H. S. A. A.
Better elementary school coaches
Formation of district and regional tournaments
Presentation of trophy to the winner in each 
tournament
Scientific and more experienced coaches 
Formation of coaching schools
Better "bus service and better roads 
More, and better equipped physical plants.
Gleophus Purciful, coach at Loyall High School said,
*1 believe the following factors influenced the development of 
basketball in the Cumberland Valley Conference”:
Formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference
Better transportation
Picking of all Conference teams
Better qualified coaches
Principal's attitude toward the game
Better recognition for coaches for team to belong
Public interest in the game
Formation of the K. H. S. A. A.
Presentation of sportsmanship trophies.
Happy Mayhew, coach at Black Star and Lone Jack High Schools, 
gives twelve factors which have influenced basketball.
Aid of mine superintendent
Formation of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association
Formation of district and regional tournaments
Formation of Cumberland Valley Conference
Attitude of the principal toward the coach
The aid of service organizations
Better eoaehing and better salaries
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Attendance at coaching schools 
Modernized physical plants and equipment 
Better roads and "bus transportation 
Better elementary school coaches 
Increase in the number of high schools.
Needham Saylor, coach at Wallins High School gives his reasons 
as follows:
Formation of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association
Formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference
Aid of service organizations
Aid of mine superintendent
Better physical plants
Increase in the number of high schools and players 
Standings (won and lost) of the teams 
Formation of tournaments 
Public opinion
Principal1s attitude toward the coach.
Joe Gilley, coach at Harlan High School for ten years, says the
faetors which he believes have influenced basketball are:
Formation of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association
Formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference district 
and regional tournaments
Principal’s attitude toward the coach and the game 
Service organizations
General publie interest 
Better gymnasiums and equipment 
Increase in the number of high schools 
Better transportation facilities 
Consolidation of the high schools 
Better coaching
Formation of an all-Gonference team.
J. “Lockjaw” Pike, coach at Evarts and Black Star High Schools, 
believes these factors influenced basketballs 
The attitude of the public
The attitude of the principals toward the game 
Presentation of trophies 
Aid of mine superintendents
Good teams in the Conference (von and lost) record 
Better coaching
Better attendance at Cumberland Valley Conference games
Increase in players and high schools in the Cumberland 
Valley Conference
Better gymnasiums and equipment.
Case Thomasson, first president and originator of the Cumberland 
Valley Conference, superintendent of Middlesboro High School, Middleboro, 
Kentucky, gave the following influences to basketball in the Cumberland 
Valley Conference:
Better transportation
Increase in number of players in basketball
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Increase in the number of high schools in Cumberland 
Valley Conference
Boadbound - It "was necessary to play intra-rather than 
inter basketball; when the roads opened each team could 
play each other.
Modernization of physical plants
Public interest demanded that a high school belong to the 
Cumberland Valley Conference
Salesmen of athletic houses - Bill Boak, of Sutcliffe 




Silver Campbell, coach at Middleboro %gh School for 23 years, 
thinks the following factors influenced basketball in the Cumberland 
Valley Conference*
Increase in the number of high schools
Consolidation of schools
Attitude of the principals toward the game
Increase in participating players
More scientific coaching
Publie demanded that each team belong to the Conference 
Percentage of the teams
Increase and modernization of physical plants 
Aid of service organizations 
Attitude of County Superintendents
Formation of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association 
Selection of all-Conference teams.
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James A. Cawood, Superintendent of Harlan County Schools for 
twenty-eight years, believes the factors listed below influenced the 
development of basketball in the Cumberland Valley Conference?
Good roads
Salesmen from the athletic houses
Formation of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association 
Increased number of high schools 
Consolidation of schools
Humber of players participating has increased
Public interest demands a winning team
Better gymnasiums and equipment
More scientific and better educated coaches
Formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference
Attitude of the County Superintendent toward the game
Presentation of trophies for tournament winners
Newspapers played an important part in developing basketball.
Herbert Messer, Superintendent of Knox County, gives the 
following factors:
Better transportation 
Public i n t e r e s t  and demand
Formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference as a sub-division 
of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association
Principals’ attitude toward the game
Increase in the number of high schools
Increase in the number of plsyers
51




Flynn Shoupe, Assistant Coach at Cumberland High School, gives 
as his factors those mentioned below:
Improved roads 
Greater public interest 
| More qualified coaches
'§ Formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference
* Attitude of the principals toward the coachesO
^ Formation of rules and regulations of the Kentucky High School
Athletic Association
Great number of high schools
Increase in the number of pliers
Aid of the mine superintendents
Tournaments
Sam Kilgore, a merchant in the Harlan County for twenty-eight 
years, believes these eight factors influenced the development pf 
basketball in the Cumberland Valley Conference:
Improvement in roads 
Public interest 
Athletic house salesmen 
Mine operators' aid
Formation of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association
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Tournaments
Principals* feeling toward the sport
James "Pug11 Brake field, coach at Evarts High Sehool, sayd the 
twelve things influencing basketball were:
Increase in the number of high schools
Increase in the number of players
Improved transportation
Aid of service organizations
Interest of the public
Principals® attitude toward the coaches
Better physical plants
Better equipment
Interest of newspaper reporters
Selection of all-Conference teams
Tournaments
James Howard, coach at ®lack Star High. School, gives as the 
factors influencing the development of basketball, the followings 
Better roads
^ore players from whom to select teams 
Support of the mine operators 
Increase in the number of high schools 




Principals* attitude toward the game
Formation of the Cumberland Valley Conference as a sub­
division of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association
Standing of the team in the Conference
Aid of service organizations
Selection of all-Conferenee teams.
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